AFSC Report 2026

Spirit-Led Activism for Our Suffering World is the theme for the 2026 American Friends Service
Committee (AFSC) annual corporation meeting. As Quakers from around the world will gather
both online and in-person at the Friends Center in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania from April 9-11,
2026, the thought of “Our Suffering World” will be heavy on everyone's heart and mind.

This report will cover the agenda for the April 9-11th, 2026 corporation meeting that will take
place a week after SCYM.

Friends that attend in person, will gather at the Friends Center in Philadelphia beginning on the
afternoon of Thursday April 9th. Friends have the option to take a guided tour of the AFSC
archives or get a tour of the Friends Center focusing on the green technologies in use at the
Center. There is also an art exhibit that will be on display whose theme is Visualizing Palestine
& Drawing Hope.

Alavaro Alvarado, Presiding Clerk of AFSC will welcome Friends in the Race Street Meeting
Room and ask that Friends seek clarity. “Our purpose is to discern how the Spirit is moving us
to act in this moment, remaining spiritually grounded, strategically disciplined and prophetically
bold.”

Friday morning will be a full-day for Friends as they begin in Meeting for Worship with Attention
to Business where they do Introductions, nominations and appointments for Corporation
service, those nominations for the AFSC Board of Directors, Friends Relations Committee and
nominations to the Naming Committee. Joyce Ajlouny, AFSC General Secretary will end the
morning with the General Secretary Report.

The afternoon workshops are a much enjoyed shift from Business to discussion. Friends are
able to choose a workshop that leads them. These workshops are normally led by a guest
speaker or an AFSC staff member and are often about finding ways to engage and educate
Friends on ways they can impact their own communities. This year, the workshops focus on
economic justice, ending Israeli apartheid, climate justice and how documenting immigrant
enforcement can be used as a tool for community self-defense and self-representation.

Friday after dinner, Friends will have the privilege of hearing from the Plenary Speaker, Anton
Flores-Maisonet. Anton is the Founding Director of Casa Alterna, an Atlanta-based ministry
under the care of Atlanta Friends Meeting. Casa Alterna practices radical hospitality and faithful
resistance, providing short- and long-term housing to vulnerable immigrants and cultivating
supportive communities where healing and new beginnings take root. Since 2020, Casa Alterna
has welcomed hundreds of people from more than 50 countries, and Anton serves as Friend-in-
Residence alongside his spouse, Charlotte. He also leads Compas at the Gates of

ICE, standing in solidarity with immigrants at risk of detention and offering accompaniment,
rights information, and advocacy as a humane alternative to ICE. A social worker, spiritual
director, and author of WELCOME, FRIENDS: stories of hope and hospitality with immigrants



(2025), Anton has spent decades building intentional communities of hospitality and resistance.
His life and work remind us that hospitality is resistance, faith is expressed through solidarity,
and love knows no borders.

Saturday, April 11th is the second full-day of the Corporation Meeting and friends will start with
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business. Algon with the Financial Report, the Friends
Relations Committee Report and an update on Quaker Engagement by AFSC Director of
Quaker Engagement, Brian Blackmore. Peter Marsden from International Concordis, the
international non-profit that works with communities to find workable solutions that address the
root causes of conflict and contribute to last peace and economic development, will speak
regarding the Nobel Peace Prize Nominees.

The afternoon will feature a panel discussion about AFSC’s emergency humanitarian aid relief
work in Gaza and AFSC’s divestment campaigns against U.S.-based and international
corporations which are profiting from Israeli military occupation, apartheid and genocide.

Friends are invited to attend excursions curated by AFSC on Sunday that are diverse in their
nature and time. Many may choose to simply attend Meeting or visit Independence Hall to
celebrate the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence.

2026 also marks the 50th anniversary of the Friends Center as a Quaker hub in Philadelphia!

In a world where suffering feels neverending, where protests seem to be frequent and our souls
feel more tender and downtrodden than ever, it is important to remember the work and activism
of love that is happening all around us. AFSC and Quakers around the world are called to
respond to Spirit-led activism with clarity, courage and faithfulness. With a commitment to
intentionally lift up and act from our core testimonies of Truth, Equality, Peace and Community
as the living foundation of our public witness to the world.

AFSC representative Alex McDonald will be attending the first couple days of the Corporation
Meeting in person this year. Cassie Hardee will be joining virtually on Friday and Saturday.
Holding you all in the Light,

Cassie Hardee, Alex McDonald and Les Brelsford
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