
2025 ATCF Year in Review 

A note from Josefina Castillo, our President of the Board and Co-founder: 



“In the name of Austin Tan Cerca de la Frontera I am sending our annual report with 

greetings and appreciation for your continued support” 

 

On March 8th, we hosted “Pedacitos de Mundo Nuevo (Lil’ Pieces of a New World)” in 

honor of International Women’s Day. An evening of celebrating memory, struggle, and 

collective creation. 

We held a community quiltmaking workshop guided by Austin-based artists Camellia 

Falcón and Andrea Muñoz Martínez. We learned to create our own patches, which were 

stitched together into an evolving movement 



tapestry/quilt. 

 

We also hosted our annual ATCF Lotería, had a live music performance by Los 

Fandangueros de Austin, and invited the public to partake in our altar of remembrance in 

honor of our co-founder, 

Judith Rosenberg. 



 

In April, ATCF staff participated in the Equity Office’s Undoing Racism & Community 

Organizing workshop facilitated by the People’s Institute for Survival & Beyond. The 

lessons of this training remind us that theory is nothing without meaningful and authentic 

practice on multiple scale 

In May we hosted our Delegation to the Texas-Mexico Border. Our 10 delegates, 

representing students, professors, artists, and activists, met and connected with our 

longtime partners: Fuerza Unida in San Antonio, a worker-led cooperative organizing for 

social, economic, and environmental justice, and the Comité Fronterizo de Obreras 

(CFO) in Piedras Negras and Ciudad Acuña, where maquiladora workers organize against 

exploitative labor conditions and gender-based 



violence. 

 

(cont.) Delegates were able to meet with organizers on the frontlines of labor, border, 

and gender justice, build solidarity with maquiladora workers and border communities, 



and return with tools and relationships to take action in your own community.

 

Mazat, a border delegate, shared “As an Indigenous poet, ATCF has provided one of the 

few spaces in Austin where I feel genuinely seen and supported. Their cross-border 

cultural work has allowed me to connect with Indigenous relatives in Mexico and 

deepened my community work. 



 

In June we launched our 2025 School Supplies Drive, which supports the children of 

maquiladora workers by providing them with the tools they need to pursue their 

education. This year we raised $3,575, and celebrated 26 years of partnership with the 

Comité Fronterizo de Obrer@s (CFO), and many more to come. We believe 

communities on the frontlines of labor and border injustice know best what their families 

need to thrive. That’s why we organize this drive year after year: in direct response to 

the CFO’s request and with deep respect for their leadership. 

In September, ATCF hosted our first Popular Education Escuelita: Radical Healing, 

Community Organizing, and Power Building in Austin with longtime friend Pancho 

Argüelles. This all-day Escuelita was held at the FMA and was intentionally created as a 

cross-movement space where organizers, cultural workers, and caregivers could come 

together to share stories, dinámicas, food, song, collective knowledge, and reflection for 

the purpose of 

ACTION. 





 



(cont.) We examined the conditions our communities are facing and what it means to 

organize and care for one another in this moment and for the long haul.

 



Last but not least, in November we hosted our Women & Fair Trade Festival at the First 

UU Church of Austin. More than a craft market, this festival puts people over profit, 

supports artisan autonomy, and celebrates 21 years of economic justice, cultural 

exchange, and global solidarity. Featuring 8 women-led artisan cooperatives from 

Mexico, Palestine, India, Guatemala, Ecuador, and the US, we also invite poets, 

musicians, and community organizers to perform and lead workshops. 

 

Since 2004, ATCF has organized this festival to center women- and Indigenous-led artisan 

cooperatives, demonstrate a dignified alternative to exploitative economies, and invite 

our friends, new and decades old, to gather in community to support and celebrate the 

many art forms that sustain 



us.  

 



 



 


