April 3, 2026
Texas Impact Report to SCYM

Texas Impact is the oldest and largest, interfaith advocacy network in Texas. They equip and mobilize
people of faith to engage the policy debate across a wide range of issues—primarily at the State
Capitol. Texas Impact’s network includes more than two-dozen denominational bodies and similar
institutions; hundreds of congregations; and more than 20,000 individuals representing every
legislative district in the state.

Texas Impact focuses its advocacy efforts within four pillars of religious social concern: Economic
Justice, Climate Justice, Human Rights, Civic Engagement. The Texas Impact Board then sets the
legislative agenda and approves specific policy positions. In addition to the board, Texas Impact has a
Leadership Council to which SCYM has two representatives, Joanna Vaughn and Alex McDonald.

In the 89™ Legislative Session in 2025, Texas Impact had issue teams on the following topics:

e Anti-Gun Violence,

e Education bills opposing vouchers, Ten Commandments and prayer periods in school),

e Immigration (supporting DREAM Act students getting in-state tuition and funding schools for
undocumented students, while opposing ICE deputizing sheriffs to enforce immigration law.

e Climate, Energy, (opposing anti-renewable bills and supporting energy efficiency building
code). There is a new 5-part video series for congregations interested in climate concerns.

e Civic Engagement: Creation of “March Matters”, a new nonpartisan voter turnout program

The next session is in 2027 and the Governor’s office will distribute guidance for those requests. It is
expected that agencies will be instructed to plan for budget cuts.

In September 2025, Texas Impact’s lobbyist shared how politics in Texas has changed. Politicians used
to be able to hide their position by letting bills die by letting the legislative clock run out. Now the
leadership is using special sessions to extend the legislature’s time in session and to complete the
majority’s agenda. This puts legislators on the spot because bills desired by the majority now are far
more likely to ultimately come up for a vote requiring legislators to take visible positions. This is used
to expose RINOs (Republicans in Name Only).

It was shared that the attorney general (Ken Paxton) is going after non-profits he does not like. It was
shared that religious institutions need to be strong and in solidarity. Different religious denominations
shared the status of their legal support.

In the October 9, 2025 Texas Impact leadership meeting, much discussion was on the presidential
memorandum (different from a presidential executive order) on domestic terrorism
(https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/09/countering-domestic-terrorism-and-
organized-political-violence/). It was suggested that groups “lawyer up” and train personnel on how
to respond to questioning. For example, questions and responses might be: “Who are you serving in
your food pantry?”, “What is your position on X issue?”) with: “I would like to talk to a lawyer.” Also,
one would need to tell authorities that we do not want them to enter the door — that they are
trespassing if they do. The memorandum specifically targets tax-exempt organizations. This may be
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less of an issue for SCYM and more of an issue for monthly meetings. A “Know Your Rights” training
(like from ACLU) was recommended.

We encourage Friends to visit TexasImpact.org. Their site is rich with resources pertaining to issues
such as climate change, reproductive rights, gun violence, public education and voting. It also

provides links to their podcasts and YouTube channel.

Submitted by Alex McDonald (Houston) co-rep with Joanna Vaughn (Austin)



