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The 2026 Annual Assembly of the Louisiana Inter-church Conference was held on March 10, 2026. It was 

organized by Leigh Rachel, Executive Director, and it was hosted by Our Lady of Prompt Succor in  

Westwego, LA.  Representatives from more than twenty Louisiana faith-based groups were in attendance. 

This year’s theme was “We Belong to One Another.”  The following questions were explored: 

• What are congregations, judicatories, or faith-based organizations already doing on this issue? What 

has worked well? 

• How can we work together across denominations to make a greater impact? What resources 

partnerships, or advocacy efforts could be strengthened? 

• What are the strongest opportunities for collective action? Which ideas could be implemented 

immediately? Which need long-term planning? Who needs to be involved to make it happen? 

• What else might be done locally, statewide, nationally? What are the gaps? 

After opening worship, sessions commenced. They were informative and thought-provoking.  The first 

session gave an advocacy update on ending the death penalty and solitary confinement in Louisiana as 

well as the continuing of the now-outlawed as ”Jim Crow” juries which convicted folk on the votes of 11 

(of 12) jurors as late as 1993.  There was a disturbing advocacy update on the criminalization of 

homelessness, a growing trend across the country and up for consideration in this year’s Louisiana 

legislative session 3/9/26 to 6/1/26.   

After lunch there were detailed presentations on the exploration of climate change, new energy 

technologies, and community impact in Louisiana. The last presentation was on the continuing actions 

against immigration and detention.  There was opportunity for guided small group discussion and 

questions after each session and sharing thoughts with the whole group.  There were also numerous 

opportunities to sing together, an activity that uplifted us all.   

Participants were encouraged to find ways to participate with the LIC Assembly and other churches in 

Louisiana.    

• Mark the date: Set aside the week of Jan. 18-25, 2027, and consider hosting an ecumenical prayer 

service for Christian Unity. 

• Mark the date: the next Inter-church Conference will be on 3/9/27.   

• Mark your calendars and visit Baton Rouge on April 8, 2026 to advocate for housing and services 

to end homelessness, with a 12:15 PM rally at the LA Capitol Annex. 

• Encouragement to read the LIC e-newsletters and share important events and dates with their 

churches.   



• Consider subscribing to the new LIC Podcast, “Who is My Neighbor?”, which will broadcast 

conversations that invite us to imagine a more compassionate, co-operative Louisiana and 

encourage us to build it, one relationship at a time.   

• Consider assisting or contributing financially to the Louisiana Advocates for Immigrants in 

Detention or learn more at LaAID.org for details on assisting immigrants in one of the nine 

Louisiana Detention Centers or the one huge detention center in Mississippi. 

• Consider visiting Greenfaith.org to become familiar with this international, multi-faith, grass roots 

advocate for climate justice. 

• Consider joining the monthly LIC book club to read books of faith-based activism. 

• If you have the opportunity, observe and listen to the people affected by detention.  Document 

their stories. 

• New Orleans area churches can consider participating in the new group, Christians Against 

Christian Nationalism, which met at Rayne Memorial United Methodist Church in New Orleans.  I 

went to their first meeting.  Their initial focus is on educating themselves and others about 

Christian Nationalism.  I will attend their next meeting on April 16 in Covington. 

 

Reflections on the Conference: 

• The presentations were dense with information, and they were simultaneously inspiring and 

overwhelming. 

• It was a joy to spend time with so many like-minded folk working on making a difference in 

Louisiana. 

• The story that inspired me the most was the work Rev. M is doing with 6-7 Hispanic women held 

in the Jefferson Parish jail.  They don’t speak English, and there are rarely interpreters. They can’t 

access the commissary, having no state ID.  They can’t make phone calls without having access to 

the commissary.  Judges don’t regularly have interpreters in court so the judges usually send the 

woman back to the jail population and reschedule hearings.  Rev. M  is visiting them and bringing 

them Spanish Bibles.  When she meets with them, they cry because they are grateful to have the 

Bible to read, and they have someone who cares about them.  These small kindnesses make life 

bearable. 

• The most depressing item was a report that we have passed the point where we can cut carbon 

production or capture sufficient carbon using the means now available, even with a 

comprehensive worldwide effort.  Therefore, we are unable to avoid the upcoming disasters at the 

end of the 21st century, which will include massive food shortages. 

 

 


