April 2026
Dear Friends,

we are grateful for the opportunity to represent the interests of Friends in Arkansas,
Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas on the general committee of Friends Committee on National
Legislation. At present, all of your delegates for FCNL's general committee represent just two
states: Louisiana and Texas. However, we endeavor to be faithful to the wishes of the whole
yearly meeting as we do the work of discernment and leadership. We would welcome delegates
from Arkansas and Oklahoma, should you also be hearing a call from Spirit to join the general
committee in our work.

FCNL, as an organization, looks to broad Quaker participation. There are many members
of Advocacy Teams, the Advocacy Corps, and local lobbying efforts in our midst who are not
called to serve on general committee. The broad spectrum of action and advocacy is a core part
of FCNL's work both on the hill and among Friends. We also welcome an FCNL staff member
this year as Kendall Cockrell joins us for fellowship and faithful practice. Please do not hesitate
to seek him out with your burning questions about FCNL, especially on the topic of planned
giving!

After passing several restructuring documents in 2024, the general committee attended
our first intentionally-online annual meeting November 14-16, 2025. The body held several
bylaw changes in our care as we considered the way forward, as well as larger questions about
the future of democracy and the hope we carry. We heard reports from the newly expanded
executive committee, which were powerful and challenging in equal measures. In order to meet
budget commitments, several staff positions were eliminated in 2025 including the event planner
position. In contrast, we also heard reports about the upcoming Capital Campaign. After a scary
few years when several accounting issues were discovered, both arms of FCNL are on solid
financial footing.

It was a joy to wave at each other from afar during the annual meeting, where Suzanne
Cole Sullivan (FMSA), Liz Yeats (FMA), Larry Kelly-Mahaffey (FMA), and Claudia Wilson
(FMFW) were spotted on Zoom in addition to our official Mr. Good Trouble Lon Burham
(FMFW) and long-time lobbyist Bill Sweet (FMSA).

Since we have last reported, there have been many actions taken on behalf of FCNL or
inspired by FCNL. Friends Meeting of San Antonio hosted an adult RE session about lobbying
basics that included several inspiring memories from decades of lobbying on the hill as citizen
lobbyists. Citlali Arredondo, our Dallas-based Advocacy Corps fellow, had several events
including a vigil on her campus focused on lifting up the lives ICE has taken inside detention
facilities. She also visited Dallas Friends Meeting, which she reported was "beautiful and



overwhelming to experience." Both Dallas Friends Meeting and Live Oak Friends Meeting have
active Advocacy Teams, working on issues of peace at home and abroad. Calling for lasting
peace in Gaza via constructive ceasefires and infrastructure has been a rallying point for both
meetings.

Even though many of us are represented by those who do not align with all of our beliefs,
the continued presence of FCNL asks does make a powerful impact on our Congressional
representation. We encourage all Friends to be bold in calling, faxing, emailing, or mailing
generous yet firm asks and praise to your Congressional delegation, even if your level of energy
is "leave a voicemail after the office closes because phone calls are yucky."

As always, it is our honor and pleasure to represent the Friends of South Central Yearly
Meeting on the general committee of FCNL. We are grateful for your support and your continued
care as we live into #LoveYourNeighborNoExceptions and #WarlsNotTheAnswer yet again.

You do not walk alone, Friends.

Respectfully submitted,
Suzanne Cole Sullivan (FMSA)
Liz Yeats (FMA)
Larry Kelly-Mahaftey (FMA)
Will King (FMBR)
Rebecca Edwards (FMBR)
Claudia Wilson (FMFW)



